
   
                                        TOWNSHIP OF INDIANA                               

May 8, 2018

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Indiana was called
to order at 8:28 P.M. by  Mayor Albert Kaan.  This meeting was preceded by a Public
Hearing to discuss the proposed Richmont Estates PRD, which caused its late start. 
The meeting was held at Indiana Township Town Hall, and recorded on audio
cassette.  

Supervisors in attendance were Paul Jorgensen (by telephone), Albert Kaan, Darrin
Krally,  Michael Schurko, and Daniel L. Taylor.  Also in attendance were Chief of
Police Robert W. Wilson, Code Enforcement Officer Jeffrey S. Curti, Engineer Daniel
B. Slagle, Manager Daniel L. Anderson, Public Works Superintendent Larry Smith,
Solicitor Gavin Robb, and Recording Secretary Carolyn Kustra.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
APRIL 10, 2018, REGULAR MEETING

Supervisor Taylor noted the first paragraph of his report on Page 4, incorrectly states
that House Bill 1620 limits municipalities’ ability to control “utility lines” within their
rights-of-way.  It actually addresses “cell towers”.

Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to approve the April 10,
2018, Regular Meeting Minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITIZENS’ FORUM
PETER BLACK-WELL DRILLING OPERATIONS

Peter Black of 315 Canterbury Drive, O’Hara Township, presented Board Members
with copies of information on the risks of fracking.

REBECCA KENNEDY
Rebecca Kennedy of Saxonburg Boulevard, expressed concerns for health risks, and
believes the gas from local wells will be used to process plastic pellets that will
further contaminate our environment.  She appealed to Board Members to keep
fracking out of the Township.

SUSAN SULLIVAN
Susan Sullivan said she owns two properties in Indiana Township; one on Crest
Drive, and the other on Kellingwood Drive.  She said studies have shown that
fracking is harmful, and noted that both New York State and Maryland have
forbidden fracking operations.  Mr. Anderson said the Township does not have
control over how drilling is done, but it has some control where it is done, and can
place certain limits on it.  

ANDREA HUBBARD
Andrea Hubbard of Seneca Court asked if the Township can only limit “where”
fracking can be done.  Mr. Anderson said the Township has adopted conditions
placed on fracking as a result of  discussions at the public hearing regarding the well
pad.  Supervisor Taylor said the State of Pennsylvania has not outlawed it, but the
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Township can permit it as a conditional use, and place limits on it.  Mr. Anderson
noted the fracking site is on a 300+ acre tract of land, which is in one of the most
rural areas of the Township.

CATHERINE MAIHOEFER
Catherine Maihoefer of Black Oak Drive, said decisions should be based on facts
and scientific sources, not fear of law suits.  She said she feels fracking does impose
health risks, and cited numerous study results.  Ms. Maihoefer said she feels it poses
a great risk to the general water supply, and also decreases home values.

GREG DIMEDIO
Greg DiMedio of Indianola Road, said Township residents need more transparency. 
He also said he had difficulty getting the information he requested from the
Township, and thought the price was too high.  He suggested the Township re-vamp
its procedures with a two-step process.  

SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS
Seventh grader Mia Lynch and two other FCASD seventh graders presented Board
Members with a signed petition against fracking.  They also individually expressed
their concerns to Board Members.

KEITH ASBURY
Keith Asbury said his father’s property at 109 Cove Run Road is 1,200 ft from the
well site.  He said his dad relies on well water, and cited studies that document
harmful results, and said his family has health concerns.

MICHAEL QUINN
Michael Quinn of Eisele Road wondered why fracking was ever permitted.  He asked
Chief Wilson if the large rigs are permitted to drive over Cove Run Road at all times
of the day.  Chief Wilson said there is nothing in the vehicle code addressing this. 
Mr. Quinn was strongly opposed to fracking in the Township.

VANESSA SUMROK
Vanessa Sumrok of Black Oak, said she has safety concerns with regard to the
drilling company itself and it’s safety record, and asked if the Zoning Map and
Ordinance are being revised and updated.

ANDREAS MAIHOEFER
Andreas Maihoefer and his daughter who live on Black Oak Drive, expressed their
concerns for possible health issues related to fracking.  His daughter said she has
just completed cancer treatments which have left her frail and weak, and she is
worried that fracking could cause additional health problems.  Mr. Maihoefer said
fracking causes property values to decline, adding some financial institutions have
placed restrictions on mortgages and sometimes refusals, where fracking operations
are near.  He said home insurance issues have also arisen in some instances due
to increased seismic activity.



Regular meeting, May 8, 2018
Page 3 

VANESSA LYNCH
Vanessa Lynch of Saxonburg Boulevard, presented Board Members with a poster
made and signed by children with hand-prints and signatures of children opposed to
fracking.  She said fracking well pads should not be permitted in residential
communities, adding she feels the Township has the ability to make the Township
safe and well pad free.

WILL ADAMS
Will Adams, a psychology professor, expressed how nature and our environment
affects all of us, and followed his comments with excerpts from poetry.

BLACK OAK DRIVE RESIDENT
A resident of Black Oak Drive expressed disappointment regarding the construction
of the Cove Run Road Spur, adding the Township should give better notification, and
keep the interest of Township residents first.

SVEN LYNCH
Sven Lynch of Saxonburg Boulevard said he feels the Township did not adequately
review the original Range Resources Application, and was subsequently rushed into
a decision.  He said the permitting process needs to be amended.

ALISSA WEISS
Alissa Weiss of Dennis Drive, encouraged Board Members to restrict fracking to
Industrial areas in the Township.  She submitted information on a scientific study,
and fracking practices.

KATE GRASHOW
Kate Grashow of Kleiner Court said she is concerned about the health of local
children, and cited health reports relative to those living close to gas wells.

MELINDA GUINN
Melinda Guinn of Waterford Drive, said she recently felt a vibration on her property,
adding Dorseyville Middle School is less than 2 miles from the well site.

BETHANY MIGA
Bethany Miga of Old Saxonburg Boulevard suggested community-wide texting be
used for notification of important matters.

KATHY RUBEL
Kathy Rubel of Pembrook Drive, expressed health concerns, and asked that fracking
be limited to Industrial areas.  She said the Township should consider using the City
of Pittsburgh as a model.

ATTORNEY FOR THE GOUWENS-RICHMONT ESTATES PROPOSAL
Board Members were asked if the Developer posted a bond.  Mr. Slagle said he did
not; this is not required until (and if) the Development is approved.  They were then
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asked to deny the Richmont Estates proposal.

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
i2 ADVISORS STORAGE - SITE PLAN

Board Members were presented with a Site Plan consisting of construction of a new
storage business on a vacant lot. The property is located on Harts Run Road,
approximately 0.1 miles north of the intersection with Saxonburg Blvd. The property
is zoned “O/C” Office Flex Commercial.  A large mechanical building, as well as (26)
20'x10' storage units is proposed.  It was noted that the Planning Commission
recommended approval of the proposal, provided all nine of the items noted in the
Engineer’s Letter dated April 19, 2018, are adequately addressed.  It was also noted
that although Mr. Spittler (the adjacent property owner) was in attendance, the
applicant David Landman was not.

Mr. Krally made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to table action on the i2
Advisors Storage Site Plan, due to the absence of the applicant.  Motion
carried unanimously.

RICHMONT ESTATES-PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (PRD)-TENTATIVE
APPROVAL (2ND REVISED SUBMITTAL)

When Supervisor Jorgensen asked why town houses have been added to the
proposal since last review, he was told it enabled the Developer to offer a mixture
of housing types.  Mr. Jorgensen asked Mr. Victor how many units would be
eliminated if they were held to the set back restriction with the fire waiver.  Mr. Victor
said ten to twelve.  Mayor Kaan noted there are still 29 issues to be resolved, which
he feels is too many.  He said the Planning Commission needs to see that some of
those get resolved.  Attorney Robb said no action is needed by the Board tonight;
they actually have 60 days to act.

FOX CHAPEL ESTATES-PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (PRD)-PHASE 1
FINAL APPROVAL

Mr. Slagle said the proposed plan is consistent with the one receiving tentative
approval.  He said the Developer agreed to add several amenities, which have been
added to the plan.

Mr. Krally made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to grant final approval the
Fox Chapel Estates Planned Residential Development (PRD) Phase 1, subject
to the Engineer’s Letter dated April 3, 2018, as recommended by the Planning
Commission.  Motion carried with Mr. Schurko casting a NO vote. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE-MAY, 2018
Mr. Krally made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve payment of the
May, 2018, expenditures as presented.   Motion carried unanimously.
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Payments were to be made from the following funds:
GENERAL:                  $93,472.43
K-9:                                      $0.00
DARE:                              $999.20
ROSEDALE RD:                 $34.95
OTTAWA HILLS:          $11,237.28
MIDDLE RD NO.1            $730.13
MIDDLE RD NO.2                $0.00 

      FAIRVIEW:                      $5,396.61

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT     $11,416.05 
DEVELOPERS REC.                         0.00
STATE:                                    $5,943.54
FIRE TAX FUND     $11,152.97
PAYROLL:
PAYROLL  ENDING 04/15/18     $80,606.33
PAYROLL ENDING 04/29/18         $79,433.36
TOTAL:                                $300,462.45

FINANCIAL REPORTS-APRIL, 2018
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the “Expenditures and
Revenues as Compared to Budget” and “Balance Sheets” for April, 2018.

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE-APRIL, 2018
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the “Accounts Receivable
Statement” for April, 2018; copies were placed on file.

OLD BUSINESS
Road Inspection was re-scheduled to better accommodate those wishing to attend; it
will be held on May 25, 2018 at 8:00 a.m.

REPORTS
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES

No report presented.

CHIEF OF POLICE
Each Board Member was previously presented with copies of the Police Department’s
written report for April, 2018.  Copies were placed on file.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Each Board Member was previously presented with copies of the Code Enforcement
Officer’s Monthly Report for April 2018.  A copy was placed on file.  

PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT
 Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the Public Works Department

written report for April, 2018.  A copy was placed on file. 

ENGINEER
Each Board Member was presented with a copy of the Engineer’s written report.  A copy
was placed on file. Mr. Slagle reviewed his report for the Board. 

SOLICITOR
Mr. Robb had nothing to report.

MANAGER
Mr. Anderson had nothing to add.
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PARK & RECREATION BOARD
No report presented.

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
No report submitted.

SUPERVISORS
MR. JORGENSEN
Mr. Jorgensen had nothing to report.

MR. SCHURKO
Mr. Schurko had nothing to report.

MR. TAYLOR
Mr. Taylor reported that he voted on the proposed PSATS Resolutions as he had
previously indicated, and said all passed as recommended.

MR. KAAN
Mr. Kaan also reported attending the recent PSATS Conference in Hershey.

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to accept the foregoing
reports as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE
JOHN ARCH-FRACKING

Each Board Member had previously received a copy of a letter from Attorney John
G. Arch, expressing his concerns that an organization called “Fox Chapel Fracking
Safety Awareness” seems to be fearful of things that might possibly happen as a
result of fracking, but which usually are rare.  Mr. Arch stated most residents and
citizens of the area are in favor of fracking wells, knowing and recognizing fracking
to be safer than most other industrial pursuits.  Mr. Anderson read the letter aloud at
the request of audience member Vanessa Lynch.

VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION/AMERICAN LEGION-REQUEST FOR MEMORIAL DAY
DONATION

Each Board Member had previously received a copy of a letter from the West
Deer/William Fish American Legion Post 593, requesting a Memorial Day donation to
help fund it’s Memorial Day services in the community.  They will be providing a rifle
salute and a Bugler will play memorial Taps at Indiana Township’s Memorial on
Monday, May 28, 2018, at 11:00 a.m.  A $500 donation had been included in the
Township’s 2018 Budget.

NEW BUSINESS
POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF 2018 PART-TIME PUBLIC WORKS SUMMER EMPLOYEES

Each Board Member had previously received a list of three candidates recommended 
for hire as part-time Public Works Summer Employees for 2018; all are Township
residents.
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Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Krally, to hire the three individuals
listed in the Superintendents memo, along with the authorization to hire a fourth
individual if needed.  Motion carried unanimously.

The following individuals were hired:
Aiden Carlier $9.75/hr (2nd yr.)
Cam Zmenkowski $9.75/hr (2nd yr.)
Andrew Sobek $9.23/hr (1st yr.)

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF 2018 SPRING COMMODITIES
Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve the 2018 Spring
Commodities Low Bidders as determined at the North Hills COG Bid Opening on
March 14, 2018.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Low bidders were as follows:

2018 SPRING COMMODITIES
                 PUBLIC WORKS 5/08/18

 
BIDDER'S NAME & ADDRESS COMMODITY PRICE/UNIT USAGE  EST

YOUNGBLOOD PAVING E-3M Emulsion $2.04      7,500 Gallons
2516 State Route 18 (Cationic Polymer) 
Wampum, PA 16157
724-535-3395  724-535-3371 (fax)

LANE CONSTRUCTION ID-2 WEARING
 Springdale Plant w/Stone or gravel $54.25 2,000 Tons
412-875-3370 aggregate (picked up)

STERLINGWOOD, INC. LIMESTONE
PO Box 802 size 57, No. 3, No. 1 $23.43 200 Tons
Mars, PA 16046 Size 8 (formerly 1B) $28.43 400 Tons
412-449-0700

EJ USA, INC 2' x 4' BICYCLE GRATE $262.00 5
412-795-6000  
Kevin Pushay

RUSSELL STANDARD HEI-WAY PREM PATCH $ 72.00 40 TONS
285 Kappa Drive Ste 300  Mars Pickup
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412-449-0700    

AMERIKOHL Size 2RC (form 2A mod) $20.92 400 Tons
724-455-4450   
Mike Jurcevich
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POSSIBLE APPROVAL TO HIRE SUMMER CAMP COUNSELORS TO MAINTAIN 10:1
CAMPER-TO-COUNSELOR RATIO

Each Board Member had previously received a copy of a memo from Community Services
Coordinator Holly Sammartino, requesting permission to hire 10 Summer Camp
Counselors for the 2018 season, and additional counselors if needed to maintain the 10:1
ratio.

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Krally, to authorize hiring 10 Summer
Camp Counselors, with the option to hire more if necessary to maintain the 10:1
camper to counselor ratio.  Motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:41 p.m.
Daniel L. Anderson
Manager


