
                                         TOWNSHIP OF INDIANA                                 
September 12, 2017

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Indiana was called
to order at 7:00  P.M. by Deputy Mayor Al Kaan, with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The
meeting was held at Indiana Township Town Hall, and recorded on audio cassette.  

Supervisors in attendance were Paul Jorgensen, Albert Kaan, Michael Schurko, and
Daniel L. Taylor.  Also in attendance were Chief of Police Robert W. Wilson, Code
Enforcement Officer Jeffrey S. Curti, Engineer Daniel B. Slagle, Manager Daniel L.
Anderson, Public Works Superintendent Larry Smith, Solicitor Irving Firman, and
Recording Secretary Carolyn Kustra.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
AUGUST 8, 2017, REGULAR MEETING

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to approve the August 8,
2017, Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

It was noted that a Public Hearing to discuss the Fox Chapel Estates proposal, will be
held October 10, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. prior to the regular Public Meeting, and will be duly
advertised.

CITIZENS’ FORUM
EMILY GOUWENS-CONCERNS REGARDING PROPOSED FOX CHAPEL ESTATES

Emily Gouwens of 54 Ridgeland Drive, asked where the advertisement for the October
10th Public Hearing will be published.  She was told the “Valley News Dispatch”  will be
used, as this has been the practice for forty years, adding the “Herald” has a limited
service area in Indiana Township.  Mr. Anderson said the Township’s history with the
“Valley News Dispatch” has been very valuable; adding he has been able to research
several items from the past in great detail, through its office.  The notice will also be
posted on the Township’s Web Site.  Supervisor Schurko said the Township is legally
required to advertise in many instances, and adheres to those requirements.  He said
the “Legal Notice” section of the newspapers is not typically read by the community,
and is not as successful at getting the word out to the public.  In instances where the
Township is required to post a notice on the actual physical property, it does.  Mr.
Schurko said the Township will attempt to make every possible effort to make its
residents aware of  issues that affect them, adding the Indiana Township Website is the
place to look for important information.  He said at this time, he feels everyone in the
community is well aware of this proposal, but the Township will continue to work on
getting information out there.  Mr. Firman noted that since this issue is currently in
litigation, Board Members cannot comment on it, or express their views.  When asked
if the Township considers the combined effect that multiple developments will have on
the community, Mr. Anderson said the Township used its Long Range Comprehensive
Plan when developing the Zoning Ordinance (a few years ago) along with consideration
of input from residents and Board Members, adding several details in the Plan are a
result of the Township working to address suggestions made by residents.  He said
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Township residents were also very involved with development of the Township Zoning
Ordinance as well, noting at times the public meeting room was filled to capacity. 
Supervisor Jorgensen said when he expressed concerns or had issues as a resident
prior to serving on the Board, he found that Board Members were willing to address
them.  Now, as a Board Member himself, he feels when residents speak up, the
Township listens, and tries to address concerns that are raised.  Supervisor Taylor said
residents also have a responsibility to look at the Township Web Site, or to call the
office if they have questions.  It was noted that as far as the cumulative effect of
development is concerned, the Township must deal with each proposal as it is
presented.  Mr. Anderson said Indiana Township went as far as participating in a Joint
Impact Study with West Deer Township, in an effort to protect residents from extreme
impact on Township roads and infrastructure. Mr. Firman said if a resident has a
suggestion regarding zoning, they may present those suggestions to the Township for
consideration.  As questions arose as to why certain things were permitted with regard
to development, Mr. Anderson said the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code governs
what the Township must have/do.  He suggested interested parties  visit its web site
for a better understanding of those issues, as well as viewing the Township’s Zoning
Ordinance on the Township’s web site,  to fully understand what is permitted.  Linda
Massarelli of 5 Pine Creek Drive said she feels the Township should be more
concerned about what information gets to the Fox Chapel Area School District.  She
said she has heard comments that all the Township cares about is bringing in more
revenue.  She was told that the Township did in fact notify the School District’s
designated contact person (the individual’s name the District provided), with information
on the proposal, as it routinely does whenever appropriate.  Supervisor Jorgensen said
“urban myths” should not be perpetuated, and that the claim that the Township is only
motivated by money is not true.  He said each Board Member is a member of the
community, and makes decisions with the Township’s best interest in mind.  Ms.
Massarelli said when she inquired about pricing of the proposed town homes on several
occasions, she was given conflicting figures; she wondered why the developer does not
have to present accurate information when an inquiry is made.  She also was
concerned about notification to the School District.  Mr. Curti confirmed that he notified
the School District’s representative twice in writing of this proposal.

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREA (ASA)-ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES PROPOSED
(AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD PRIOR TO THE OCTOBER 10, 2017 PUBLIC MEETING)

Mr. Curti said the Township received a petition to add 38 properties to the Township’s
existing Agricultural Security Area (ASA).  This request was subsequently approved by
the Planning Commission.

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to authorize advertisement 
of a public hearing to discuss the addition of Indiana Township properties to its
Agricultural Security Area, to be held prior to the regularly scheduled public
meeting on October 10, 2017.  Motion carried unanimously.
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RICHMONT ESTATES PRD-TENTATIVE APPROVAL
(AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD PRIOR TO THE OCTOBER 10, 2017 PUBLIC MEETING)

Mr. Slagle said the Richmont Estates PRD was originally submitted to the Planning
Commission on July 26, 2017, and again on August 23, 2017.  Based on that
information, the Planning Commission recommended tentative approval of the Plan for
68 single family homes with access from Rich Hill Road, and recommended tentative
approval of the Richmont Estates PRD by the Board of Supervisors, on October 10,
2017,  at the regular monthly meeting.

 
Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to authorize
advertisement  of a public hearing to discuss tentative approval of the Richmont
Estates PRD, to be held prior to the regularly scheduled public meeting on
October 10, 2017.  Motion carried unanimously.

FOX CHAPEL ESTATES PRD (REVISED)-TENTATIVE APPROVAL
(AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD PRIOR TO THE OCTOBER 10, 2017 PUBLIC MEETING)

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to authorize
advertisement  of a public hearing to discuss the Fox Chapel Estates PRD Master
Plan, to be held prior to the regularly scheduled public meeting on October 10,
2017, at 6:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

THE CROSSINGS AT HARTS RUN-SUBDIVISION
Troy DeHaven of Real Estate Developer Smith-Packet, presented Board Members with
a request for a subdivision of land located northwest of the intersection of Harts Run
Road and Saxonburg Boulevard.  It consists of a 10.287 acre lot being consolidated
with Parcel 524-A-304 (0.425 acres) and Parcel 524-A-301 (0.355 acres).  The property
is zoned O/C (Office Flex Commercial).  The Developer will then create two new lots;
Lot 1 (1.385 acres) and Lot 2 (10.287 acres). The Owner would like to construct a
Personal Care Home with units designed for Independent Living, Assisted Living, and
Memory Care patients on Lot 2.  A Service Station will be constructed on Lot 1. 

CONSOLIDATION
Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to approve the Crossings
at Harts Run three lot consolidation plan as outlined in the Engineer’s letter dated
August 30, 2017.  Motion carried unanimously.

SUBDIVISION
Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve the Crossings
at Harts Run subdivision consisting of dividing the newly consolidated lot into
two parcels, contingent on the Engineer’s Letter dated August 30, 2017.  Motion
carried unanimously.
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THE CROSSINGS AT HARTS RUN-ASSISTED LIVING/PERSONAL CARE HOME-SITE
PLAN

Troy DeHaven displayed illustration boards showing the proposed personal care facility
to be constructed at the intersection of Saxonburg Boulevard and Harts Run Road.  
The facility will be fully sprinklered, and will be completely accessible by emergency
vehicles around the perimeter. 
Karel Ulizio of 404 Hartwood Trail expressed concerns for additional traffic created by
the facility, and asked how the traffic study was performed.  She was told it was
performed by HRG, with a 24/48 cycling time on a standard business day during the
school season.  Diane Briars of 315 Old Chapel Trail in Fox Chapel Borough, asked if
“anticipated” traffic was considered.  Julian Beglin of H. F. Lenz Co., said the study
presents “trip generation” figures, and accounts for every person having one visitor
each day, as well as the employee traffic.  Ms. Briars said she is concerned about the
“combined” impact of several developments within the Township; the Traffic Impact
Study (TIS) determines the “immediate” impact each proposal has on the roads.  Ms.
Briars suggested that a “total impact” traffic study also be performed.  Mr. Slagle said
the TIS will also be reviewed by PADOT for third party approval.  Mr. Firman added that
the State will determine if the traffic flow is appropriate.  Mr. Beglin said the gas and
sewer lines currently running through the property will be re-located. Emily Gouwens
asked at what point does the traffic study get considered.  She was told it is usually
considered at the time of possible approval.  Karel Ulizio asked who the mother
company that is proposing the Care Facility is.  She was told it is Harmony Senior
Services whose home office is in Roanoke Virginia.  Ms. Ulizio said the exterior
esthetics should be presented early-on in the process, so it can be determined if it will
be esthetically pleasing, as well as structurally sound.  Mr. Slagle said the facility must
comply with the Commercial Building Code.  The Planning Commission recommended
approval of the proposal, contingent upon the Engineer’s letters(3) dated August 30,
2017.  It was noted that a hydrology study has been performed, as well as a wetlands 
and noise analysis, as well as a determination of possible effects on endangered
species.  Mr. Curti said when he reviewed the proposal with the Fire Departments, they
asked to have a water connection added to the front of the building. The Developer
indicated this could be done; Hampton Shaler Water Authority would have to approve 
this also.

HARTS RUN SERVICE-SITE PLAN
Board Members were presented with a site plan to re-locate Harts Run Service to Lot
1, and add a new parking area and driveway access west of the current Harts Run
Service Station, approximately 0.1 mile west of Saxonburg Boulevard in an “O/C”
Office Flex Commercial Zoning District.  Mr. Slagle noted his letters dated August 4,
2017, and August 30, 2017, relative to storm water management.  Mr. DeHaven said
the Protective Covenants state this lot can only be used as an auto service repair shop,
not a parts facility.  Mr. Firman said the Township Code dictates the permitted “use”,
and issues are regulated by the Code or Ordinances.  Mr. Anderson also noted the new
facility must meet current standards.
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Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to approve the Crossings
at Harts Run Site Plan (with relocation of Harts Run Service), conditioned on the
Engineer’s letter dated August 4, 2017, as well as the storm water letter dated
August 30, 2017, and subject to the location of an additional fire connection, and
fire hydrant locations approved by the Fire Departments and Hampton Shaler
Water Authority.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE-SEPTEMBER, 2017
Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to approve payment of the
September, 2017, expenditures as presented.   Motion carried unanimously.

Payments were to be made from the following funds:
GENERAL:              $307,503.52
K-9:                                    $  0.00
DARE:                                $  0.00
ROSEDALE RD:                $  0.00
OTTAWA HILLS:          $5,262.39
MIDDLE RD NO.1             $460.24
MIDDLE RD NO.2             $200.25 

       FAIRVIEW:                      $ 314.04

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT     $17,550.00
DEVELOPERS REC.                         0.00
STATE:                                    $5,278.42
PAYROLL:
PAYROLL  ENDING 08/20/17      $81,158.69
PAYROLL  ENDING 09/03/17    $  76,841.22

TOTAL:                               $494,568.77

FINANCIAL REPORTS-AUGUST, 2017
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the “Expenditures and
Revenues as Compared to Budget” and “Balance Sheets” for August, 2017.

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE-AUGUST, 2017
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the “Accounts Receivable
Statement” for August, 2017; copies were placed on file.

OLD BUSINESS
No old business was discussed.

REPORTS
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES

Jeff Jones, Indiana Township Volunteer Firefighters’ Association President, said the
Fire Departments would like to request that $102,000 of the $110,216 available to the
Fire Departments for capital expenditures be disbursed as outlined in their letter dated
September 12, 2017, which he submitted to the Manager and Board Members. 
Supervisor Taylor suggested now may be a good time to clarify/revise qualifications for
fund disbursements, and to determine if the vision for the Fire Tax is being met.  It was
noted the Township paid the Fire Departments’ September payment due for auto and
liability insurance, from Fire Tax Funds as requested by the Departments.



Regular meeting, September 12, 2017
Page 6 

CHIEF OF POLICE
Each Board Member was previously presented with copies of the Police Department’s
written report for August, 2017.  A copy was placed on file.

Chief Wilson noted receipt of Part-Time Officer Zachary Dengler’s letter of resignation,
effective September 30, 2017.  Officer Dengler has accepted a full time position with 
Franklin Park Borough Police.
Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to accept the
resignation of part-time Police Officer Dengler, effective September 30, 2017. 
Motion carried unanimously.

Chief Wilson asked that a conditional offer of employment be made to Nicholas
Bartoszewicz, at a rate of $13.85/hour, effective September 12, 2017.

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, authorizing a conditional
offer of employment to Nicholas Bartoszewicz, as a probationary part-time Police 
Officer, at a rate of $13.85 per hour, effective September 12, 2017, conditioned
upon him passing a physical, drug screen, and completing all certification
requirements.  Motion carried unanimously.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Each Board Member was previously presented with copies of the Code Enforcement
Officer’s Monthly Report for August, 2017.  A copy was placed on file.  

PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT
 Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the Public Works Department

written report for August, 2017.  A copy was placed on file. 

ENGINEER
Each Board Member was presented with a copy of the Engineer’s written report.  A
copy was placed on file. Mr. Slagle reviewed his report for the Board.  

SOLICITOR
Mr. Firman had nothing to report.

MANAGER
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the Manager’s written report.

Mr. Anderson announced the field groundbreaking for the “Live Like Lou” Ballfield
renovation project at Emmerling Community Park, to be held Tuesday, September 26,
2017, at 11:00 a.m.

PARK & RECREATION BOARD
No report submitted.
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HISTORICAL COMMISSION
No report submitted.

SUPERVISORS
MR. JORGENSEN
Mr. Jorgensen asked if the Township has received any recent information from
Duquesne Light Co. regarding the Duquesne Light transmission tower issue.  Mr.
Anderson said he has not received anything new.

MR. TAYLOR
Mr. Taylor had nothing to report.

MR. SCHURKO
Mr. Schurko noted that Range Resources still owes the Township a considerable
amount of money, and asked where this stands.

Mr. Anderson said he has met with their representatives to discuss this.  Since that
time, they have paid some of the invoices; however, they contend they should not have
been billed for some of the items, and that is still being determined.

MR. KAAN
Mr. Kaan had nothing to report.

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to accept the foregoing
reports as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE
None submitted for consideration.

NEW BUSINESS
POSSIBLE AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE PROPOSED ORDINANCE 382,
AUTHORIZING TAX CREDITS FOR VOLUNTEERS OF VFDS AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES.

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, to advertise Ordinance 382, establishing a
volunteer service credit program, authorizing local tax credits for volunteer
members of volunteer fire companies and non-profit emergency medical services
and agencies.  Motion carried unanimously.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE 2018 POLICE AND NON-UNIFORM MMO’S
Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve the 2018 Police
and Non-uniform MMO’s as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
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POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE POLICE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR
THE PERIOD 1-1-18, TO 12-31-21

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to approve the Police
Collective Bargaining Agreement for the period 1-1-18, to 12-31-21, with the
changes as summarized in the Manager’s Memo.  Motion carried unanimously.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF GARBAGE CONTRACT FOR YEARS 2018-2021
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of a summary of bid results of the
North Hills Council of Governments garbage contract bid opening.  The four base year
contract had only one bidder; Waste Management.  Mr. Anderson noted it is the
collective agreement of the participating Managers (of the 8 NHCOG member
municipalities)  to move forward and to recommend the bid award, as the Bidder
provided the 10% Bid Bond, and all other aspects of the bid appear to be complete.

The following pricing was presented:
1st year = $20.20 for Regular Curbside Pickup, with increases of approximately 
3% for each following year, including the option year.

Mr. Taylor made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve the proposed
Garbage Contract with Waste Management for contract years 2018-2021.  Motion
carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Daniel L. Anderson
Manager


