
    

TOWNSHIP OF INDIANA 
OCTOBER 13, 2015

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Township of Indiana was called to
order at 7:02 P.M. by Mayor Dan Taylor with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was
held at Indiana Township Town Hall, and recorded on audio cassette. 

Supervisors in attendance were Paul Jorgensen, Michael Schurko, and Daniel L. Taylor. 
Also in attendance were Code Enforcement Officer Jeffrey S. Curti, Engineer Daniel B.
Slagle, Manager Daniel L. Anderson, Public Works Foreman John Carson, Chief of Police
Robert Wilson, Solicitor Irving Firman, and Recording Secretary Carolyn Kustra.

It was noted all motions made this evening would require a unanimous vote to pass due to
the presence of only three Board Members.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015, PUBLIC HEARING-II PIAZIOLO, LLC LIQUOR LICENSE TRANSFER
Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve the Il Piaziolo,
LLC, Liquor License transfer Public Hearing Minutes as presented.  Motion carried
unanimously.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015, REGULAR MEETING
Mr. Taylor noted the last paragraph on Page 5, incorrectly states the Police Cruiser would
be sold to “low-bidder” Mark Woodhouse.  Mr. Woodhouse was actually the “high-bidder”
through Municibid.

Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to approve the September
8, 2015, Regular Meeting minutes as amended.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITIZENS’ FORUM

MATTHEW SMITH, SYLVAN TERRACE-POTHOLES ON NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS
Mr. Smith reported that potholes have formed near 3012- 3017 Sylvan Terrace, and 5001-
5003 Lea Drive.  He said some are collecting water and will become icy in winter.  He asked
that these areas be checked.  Mr. Anderson said that would not be a problem, and it will be
taken care of as soon as possible.

WILLIAM ROVNAK-CONCERNS RE: INDEPENDENCE EXCAVATING, INC-SAXONBURG BLVD
William Rovnak of Saxonburg Boulevard, said Independence Excavating is utilizing a
portion of its property as a temporary salvage yard.  He said the dumping of salvaged
materials is extremely noisy.  Mr. Curti said the property is zoned “Light Industrial”, and they
are allowed to temporarily store the material until the price of scrap increases.  Justin Fox
of Independence Excavating was in attendance, and confirmed the company will store the
salvaged buildings until the scrap price goes up.  Mr. Curti said he will ask them to keep the
dumping activity between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Mr. Fox agreed to keep communications
with the Township open, and Mr. Curti said he will continue to encourage cooperation
between the neighbors.

JOE THOR
Joe Thor of Fossil Ridge Drive, said the constant activity of motorcycles and four-wheelers
on the Independence Excavating property is an annoyance as well.  He said when he has
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complained to the Police, he was told they could not go onto the property to act on this.  Mr.
Fox said the Police Department has his permission to enter his property at any time to solve
the motorcycle problem.

TIM WAGNER
Tim Wagner of Paul Drive said he would like to know what volume of material will be stored
on the site, how many times it will be processed, and will it be processed on site.  He said
each time the material is processed, it will create noise.  Mr. Fox said there are no plans to
process it on site.

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

INDEPENDENCE EXCAVATION-SITE PLAN

Board Members were presented with a site plan to construct a 9,600 sq. ft. office
building, and a 20,000 sq. ft. shop building on 20.457 acres along Saxonburg
Boulevard. It is in a “LI” (Light Industrial) zoning district.  The existing building will
be demolished, and a new one constructed.  Mark Schmitt of Hampton Technical
Services said the proposed office will be in the front of the building, and the shop
in the back.  A detention basin is also planned for the site.  Board Members were
also asked to waive the 100' setback requirement due to the terrain, and to allow
a 60' setback from the adjacent residential property.  Mr. Schmitt said trees along
the property border also offer screening. The building will be constructed on a raised
pad above the 100 year flood plain.  The site preparation work will be done this fall,
and the construction will begin in the spring.  Mr. Slagle said the Planning
Commission has recommended approval of the  Site Plan with a waiver of the 100'
buffer requirement (allowing 60' instead), provided all the conditions set forth in the
Engineers letter dated October 13, 2015, are satisfied.  Supervisor Jorgensen noted
the proposed structure is substantially closer to the property line than the existing
building.  Mr. Fox noted he has obtained a signed letter from the neighboring
property owner stating he has no objections to the proposal. When asked if the
proposed building will be lighted, Mr. Fox said it will.  Mr. Slagle said the proposed
lighting meets all requirements. 

Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to approve the
Independence Excavation Site Plan as recommended by the Engineer.

Tim Wagner said he has noticed that someone has removed all of the trees along
the property line.   Mr. Schmitt disagreed.

Mr Schurko amended his motion, to approve the Independence Excavation

Site Plan as recommended by the Engineer, subject to meeting the

requirements noted in the Engineer’s letter dated October 13, 2015, and

provided a signed letter from the neighboring property owner agreeing to the

proposed construction is submitted; Board Members agreed to grant the

requested waiver of the 100 foot setback allowing it to be 60 feet.  Mr.

Jorgensen amended his second.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE-OCTOBER, 2015

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve payment of the

October, 2015, expenditures as presented.   Motion carried unanimously.

Payments were to be made from the following funds:
General: $181,765.90 Capital Improvement Fund: $608,025.09
K-9 Fund: $736.00 Developers Recreation: $0.00
D.A.R.E.: $269.69 State: $4,277.09                   
Rosedale Rd. Water District: $1,595.00
Ottawa Hills Sewer District: $639.10 Payroll Fund:
Middle Rd. Sewer Dist. No. 1: $44,257.57   Payroll Ending - 09/20/15: $78,474.47
Middle Rd. Sewer Dist. No. 2: $1,062.70   Payroll Ending - 10/04/15: $76,853.43
Fairview Area Sewer District: $385.79 TOTAL:    $998,341.863

FINANCIAL REPORTS-SEPTEMBER, 2015
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the “Expenditures and Revenues as
Compared to Budget” and “Balance Sheets” for September, 2015.

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE-SEPTEMBER, 2015
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the “Accounts Receivable
Statement” for September, 2015; copies were placed on file.

OLD BUSINESS

TOWNSHIP SEWER UPDATE
Mr. Anderson noted receipt of a letter from ALCOSAN regarding the upcoming meeting to
discuss with municipal officials the plan they are submitting.  He said the Consent Order
document is expected in a week or two.

REPORTS

VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES
Indiana Township Volunteer Firefighter Association member Ed Banks, said the Association
recently met with Supervisor Jorgensen for discussion.  He said among issues discussed
were recommended minor changes to the agreement with the Township, as well as possible
revisions to criteria for release of funds.  It was noted the first half of the  Fire Tax funds will
be disbursed to the Fire Departments in November, as well as Foreign Fire Relief funds.  Mr.
Anderson said the second half should be paid in January of 2016.  Mr. Banks asked if the
Departments could be given a breakdown of costs for Workers Compensation and vehicle
insurance, so they may shop for competitive pricing.  Mr. Anderson said this is not a
problem, and that this information would be provided.  

CHIEF OF POLICE
Each Board Member was previously presented with copies of the Police Department’s
written report for September, 2015.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Each Board Member was previously presented with copies of the Code Enforcement
Officer’s monthly report for September, 2015.  
Mr. Curti said at last month’s meeting, he made Board Members aware of ongoing problems
with dumping on the upper portion of the former McClellan Road (now Field View Lane).  He
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suggested the Township consider restricting access to this area.  Concerns were expressed
for those who wish to visit the pet cemetery if access is taken away.  Mr. Curti said in
response to the Board’s request for a proposal, he would suggest installing a slide gate
(previously used at the Public Works Garage) near the Cove Run Road intersection.  The
gate is heavy and cannot easily be removed or penetrated.  Access can be granted to
emergency personnel, and those with a legitimate reason to access the property by issuing

them a key.   There were no objections to the proposal by the Code Enforcement

Officer. 

PUBLIC WORKS FOREMAN
 Each Board Member had previously received copies of the Public Works Foreman’s written

report for September, 2015.  A copy was placed on file.

ENGINEER
Each Board Member was presented with a copy of the Engineer’s written report.  A copy was
placed on file. Mr. Slagle reviewed his report for the Board.  

Mr. Slagle said bids for the Middle Road Park ADA Parking Project were opened on
September 24, 2015.  John Zottola Landscaping was the low bidder with a base bid of
$22,015.00.  The Township also received a grant in the amount of $16,000 for this project. 

The following bids were received:

Bidder: Bid Security Base Bid

Joe Palmieri Construction, Inc. Yes $23,055.00
2015 Babcock Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15209

John Zottola Landscaping Yes $22,015.00
209 Curtis Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15225

Santamaria Landscape & Cement Yes $23,600.00
Contractors, Inc.
1441 Gilmar Road
Apollo, PA 15613

El Grande Industries, Inc. Yes $34,870.00
384 Helen Avenue
Monessen, PA 15062

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to award the Middle Road

Park ADA Parking Project contract to low bidder John Zottola Landscaping for a bid

amount of $22,015.00.  Motion carried unanimously.



Regular meeting, October 13, 2015
Page 5 

The final North Hills COG 2016 ACDD Grant applications are due November 20, 2015.  The
Township has prepared the pre-application for the Emmerling Community Park Laurel Oak
Pavilion ADA Access project.

PUBLIC WORKS MAINTENANCE BUILDING
Mr. Slagle said he has prepared for review and approval, Change Order No. 1 in the amount
of $42,478.45 for additional work to be performed by Swede Construction.  A detailed
summary of the additional work to be performed, as well as costs, was also provided.

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve Change Order

No. 1 for Swede Construction in the amount of $42,478.45.  Motion carried

unanimously.

Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to approve Estimate No. 6 for

Swede Construction in the amount of $210,791.67.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Schurko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jorgensen, to approve Estimate No. 4

for Vrabel Plumbing in the amount of $44,226.00.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, to approve Estimate No. 4 for

Masco Construction in the amount of $14,080.68.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to approve Estimate No. 1 

for Reno Brothers Inc. in the amount of $44,190.00.  Motion carried unanimously.

Cedar Run Road Dirt/Gravel Paving Project
The DSA Material providers were contacted with regard to its availability.  The re-bid for the
Cedar Run Road Dirt/Gravel Paving project has been extended to October 23, 2015.  Mr.
Anderson said he would like to include the balance of Cedar Run Road in the next round of
the Dirt and Gravel Road Program as well as Jacoby Road in the Low Volume Road Grant
program.  He said this project has seen delays because there are limited pavers who have
the expertise in application of the new paving product developed by Penn State which will
be  utilized, adding it is a very new process.

SOLICITOR
Mr. Firman had nothing to report.  He requested a brief executive session be held 
immediately following the meeting to discuss litigation.

MANAGER
Each Board Member had previously received a copy of the Manager’s written report.

PARK & RECREATION BOARD
No report submitted.

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
No report was submitted.
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SUPERVISORS

MR. JORGENSEN
Mr. Jorgensen had nothing to report.

 

MR. SCHURKO
Mr. Schurko had nothing to report.

MR. TAYLOR
Mr. Taylor had nothing to report.

  

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to accept the foregoing

reports as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE
None presented for consideration.

NEW BUSINESS

POSSIBLE AWARD OF MIDDLE ROAD PARK ADA PARKING/SIDEWALK PROJECT
Previously addressed (Page 4).

POSSIBLE AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE THE 2016 BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to advertise the 2016

Indiana Township Budget Public Workshop to be held Tuesday, November 10, 2015,

at 6:00 p.m. with the Regular Township Meeting to follow.  Motion carried

unanimously.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE FRANCIONI HILL LANE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Mr. Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Mr. Taylor, authorizing the Manager to

execute the Full and Final Release and Settlement Agreement in the matter filed at

Docket Number GD - 10 - 1218, subject to the approval of the Solicitor as to the form

of the Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

Daniel L. Anderson, Manager

AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOLLOWED THE MEETING TO DISCUSS LITIGATION.


